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President’s Report  

The Club’s financial position remains strong, with an improved cash position compared with 

2017. While the 2018 Financial Statements show the Club has posted another deficit, this is 

largely due to the non-cash impact of depreciation. The timing of recognising some revenue 

received – such as end of year bar takings, race entries and from the West Coast North 

Island track champs – means the Club financial (cash) position is understated. An on-going 

focus on minimising costs has helped sustain our position, and revenue from the Masters 

Games will position the Club for a strong financial performance in 2019. Further cost savings 

are unlikely, so maintaining membership and race entries will remain key to sustaining the 

Club into the future.   

Membership has plateaued, and average race-day numbers are down, and occasionally too 

low to warrant holding races. This is a concerning situation, although not dissimilar to the 

position faced by many clubs. However, this situation warrants consideration by Club 

members at the AGM. A key strategy to building Club membership over the long term is the 

establishment of a Regional Cycling Development Officer (RDO). Funding was sought 

through NZCT and a grant of $10,000 was approved. While this amount is significantly less 

than applied for, we’re grateful for the funds and intend to put them to good use. Watch 

this space. 

February was a big month for the Club, with the NZ Masters Games returning to Whanganui 

and the River City Wheelrace festival held for the first time in three years. These events are 

a highlight on the racing programme and showcase the best of road and track racing 

opportunities in Whanganui. A huge amount of work goes into the planning and delivery of 

these events, and again we’re indebted to Laurence, Maurice, Ian, Ron and Cath and a small 

army of helpers. These events are good income earners for the Club, so will boost our 

financial position in 2019. A great summer has meant a consistent track training programme 

was possible Thanks to Adam and helpers for their on-going commitment at the track.  

The velodrome development project is still alive, although it may seem as though things have 

stalled. I’m assured by Whanganui District Council leaders that the project is progressing through an 

important review process led by Sport NZ. As I understand it, this review is required to unlock the 

funding commitment made by the Government and to access Lotteries funding – both critical to the 

project progressing.    

This past year saw the Clubs in the West Coast North Island region resurrect the ‘old’ 

Interclub series. Despite low Club member entries, Wanganui Club riders performed well 

across all races, which enabled us to take out the overall competition. The Interclub series 

will run again this year, so I ask that all Wanganui riders to please make an effort to 

participate in the series. We know the other Clubs will be keen to de-throne us at Interclub 

Champions. No Club races will be scheduled on the weekends where Interclub racing is 

programmed.  
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Sustaining our Club and expanding its focus requires people power, and this year we again 

struggled at times. Becoming a member of the Committee is a great way to get involved and 

give back. I know people are busy and it’s hard to dedicate the sort of time being an 

effective Committee member entails – but most of us are in this position. In addition, a 

contribution of time from everyone else throughout the year will help spread the load and 

ensure the Club continues to function well. 

A lot goes into the running of the Club – much of it behind the scenes and largely unnoticed 

by most members. So I take this opportunity to again thank the Committee, and particularly 

acknowledge the contribution of Cherie who helped provide core Secretarial services, 

despite standing down at the 2018 AGM. Thanks also to Rob for his work as Treasurer and 

efforts to reduce Club expenses, and to Dean for his on-going admin/website work and 

general assistance. A big ‘thank you’ to our sponsors – Velo Ronny’s; Eyes on Victoria, Pita 

Pit and Yellow House Cafe – please be sure to support these local businesses. Thanks also to 

all those others who have given their time and resources to the Club over the past 12 

months.  

I’ve now completed four years as President, and it’s time for me to make way for a new pair 

of hands to steer the ship. It’s time for new energy and ideas, including further exploring the 

full scope of the Club’s purpose (i.e. in addition to racing) and getting a start on cycling 

development with the RDO funding. I’ve appreciated the opportunity to represent the Club, 

and the support received during my term. I now look forward continuing as an active 

member. As always, the on-going future of the Club is in the hands of us all - its members. 

 

 

Ross McNeil 

President 
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